
BOTTLE ROCK COMMUNIT Y UPDATE  

When I joined Bottle Rock, I told you that we are committed to running the best geothermal 

plant in the Geysers ð a productive, safe and environmentally compliant operation. I am proud 

of the rapid progress we have made in addressing outstanding compliance issues, improving 

the condition and reliability of our facility and the steps we have taken to increase road and 

facility safety.  Below you can find specific examples of the progress we have made in these 

areas.   We also encourage you to visit www.bottlerockpower.com, our new website. We 

will update the site with news and developments regularly. 

In addition to the progress we have made on our facility, we are in the permitting and design 

stage of the BRP Steam Project and will continue to provide updates to you in upcoming 

newsletters as well as on our website. 

Finally, we have made some management changes, including the hiring of two new team mem-

bers. Cheri Kendrick, Operations Specialist, will be responsible for the equipment and systems that impact air quality and 

steam field testing and emissions while Bob Giguiere, Development Project Manager, will be responsible for the permitting 

and construction of the expansion project.  
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Environmental Quality Progress 

Expansion   

We have made significant 

progress in the areas of 

water, air, land and sound 

quality and have a clear plan 

to ensure continued pro-

gress and to address out-

standing issues.  

 

Sound quality  

We have constructed a 

cyclone muffler for use dur-

ing well clearing. This muf-

fler reduces the sound and 

particulate matter.  (see 

picture below) 

 

Air quality  

We continue to refine the 

Stretford process for reli-

ability as well as cooling 

tower chemistry control to 

minimize emissions.  

 

Water quality  

We completed a watershed 

and drainage study for the 

entire 360 acres of the Bot-

tle Rock Power leasehold 

that we told you we were 

going to conduct in our last 

update. We have reviewed 

the results and are in the 

process of addressing issues 

identified in the study.  

 

Land quality  

We have submitted reme-

diation plans to the Califor-

nia Department of Fish & 

Game for the Cow and 

Coleman Creek and our 

employees harvested native 

plant seeds for use in the 

project (see picture below).  

 

We have also removed the 

non-hazardous drill cuttings 

from the S-Bar-S Ranch and 

Quackenbush and depos-

ñ Brian Harms, General Manager, Bottle Rock Power, LLC 

Bottle Rock has begun a Steam Expansion project, with the goal to increase plant generation by drilling additional wells on our 

adjacent leasehold. We are in the design and permitting phase and are actively working with authorities, including the Federal 

Bureau of Land Management, Lake County and California Energy Commission on the permitting process.  Our goal is to com-

plete the permitting process and begin construction in 2010.  

A Note from Bottle Rockõs General Manager: 



Please email your name, mailing address and e-mail address to info@bottlerockpower.com 

to be included on our Community Update distribution list.  

Join the Bottle Rock Distribution List!  

High Valley Bridge & Road Safety  

Facility Improvements 

Well Pad Upgrades   

All three well pads have 

newly installed 18ó cement 

berms to contain runoff 

(see picture below for ex-

ample of Berms at Fran-

cisco pad) 

 

Adequate Freeboard & 

Sump Integrity   

We have made good pro-

gress  in ensuring adequate 

freeboard on our three 

sumps as a result of the 

efforts we outlined in our 

May update. The West 

Coleman and Coleman 

sumps have approximately 

5õ of freeboard now. Fran-

cisco is below 3õ and we are 

working to lower it even 

further.   Bore samples to 

evaluate sump integrity 

have been taken and data 

analysis is in process.    

Pipe Yard Extension Re-

moval   

We have secured a permit 

and will begin working on 

this project in the coming 

weeks.   

 

Scenic Enhancements   

We are installing green cy-

clone fencing around the 

steam field yard and in front 

of the Francisco well pad 

and painted the steam lines 

in a number of areas. Addi-

tionally, as part of our ef-

fort to make the plant as 

visually appealing as possi-

ble, we have landscaped the 

front of the plant with new 

drought-tolerant plants and 

replaced the wood chips 

with ground tire rubber 

which is non-toxic, non-

metallic, organic and carbon

-based (see picture below).  

 

www.BottleRockPower.com 

We recently launched the 

Bottle Rock Power website. 

We encourage you to visit 

us online where you can 

find our community updates 

and learn more about Bot-

tle Rock Power as well as 

geothermal energy.  

You may remember that we 

engaged an independent 

engineer to evaluate the 

structural integrity of the 

bridge and the engineer 

found that the bridge is 

sound. Based on the report, 

we prepared a 3-year plan 

to address maintenance 

issues of the road and 

bridge. We just completed 

maintenance of the bridge 

and have recently begun 

High Valley Road mainte-

nance.  


